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B The Editorial Board of Journal of Rainwater Catchment Systems

tracks the peer review process described below to judge the appro-

priacy for publication.

Outline review (Prescreening)

The editor-in-chief confirms whether the posted work contributes

to the progress/information provision of the fundamental and/or ap-

plied research on rainwater and water resources and whether it fol-
lows the “Contribution Guideline & Instruction to Authors” and

“Instruction to Authors (I) or (II)”. Then, the editor-in-chief decides

the appropriacy for peer review. When the decision is “Reject”, the

editor-in-chief has to report it to the editorial board with its reason.

Peer review (Screening)

(1) The editor-in-chief or the assigned editor requests reviewing
to 2 appropriate experts. The editor-in-chief or an editor can
be included in the reviewers if necessary.

(2) One of the two reviewers concludes “Reject”, the editorial
board requests the third reviewer.

(3) When the report by the reviewer is “Major revision (Re-re-
view is necessary)”, the editorial board usually requests
him/her to review the re-submitted work. Only if the issue to
revise is not serious, the editorial board may review it on be-
half of him/her.

(4) Based on the reports by the reviewers, the editorial board de-
cides the appropriacy for publication. Though Editor-in-chief
makes a final decision for publication in general, the editorial
board must discuss and agree it, when the decisions by the re-
viewers and by Editor-in-chief disagree or when no fewer than
2 reviewers conclude to “Reject”.

(5) The editorial board can request the authors to modify the work
that is proved to be publishable, if necessary.

(6) Member(s) of the editorial board is included in author(s),
he/she/they cannot join the reviewing process. If the editor-in-
chief is included in author(s), the process is handled by the
editorial board excluding him/her.

Criterion for publication

The work is reviewed from a viewpoint of originality, usefulness,

and completion. The work such as described below is not accepted.

(DThe contents are apparently published before.

(@The contents are scientifically incorrect in its logic.

(®The contents are remarkably biased to commercialism.

The following criterion is also applied according to its category;
(DOriginal Paper

It provides new information conducted logically from new re-
search/technological achievements based on original ideas of au-
thor(s).

@Technical Paper

It provides useful information conducted logically from new re-
search/technological achievements based on precedential works.
(@Review Paper

It provides a comprehensive summary of researches on a certain
topic and useful information where the research field is heading.
(DTechnical Note/Review

It provides useful information by introducing and commentating
new, hot, not-well-known or abstruse technology and science. A
short paper with immediacy is treated as Note

(®Discussion

It provides useful information by introducing the Q and A on a pa-
per published in this journal. The question should be posted within
the discussion period that each paper provides. Peer review is car-
ried out in the editorial board, only if the category is “Discussion”.
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